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Computer Games By SF Sparrow 

Links: The Challenge of Golf 

Golf enthusiasts who own personal com- 
puters can rejoice. Finally, there's a golf 
game wherein the trees, greens and other 
scenery all look real. The game is called 
Links from Access Software. 

Access Software has helped move 
ahead the computer -game market with its 
cutting -edge use of digitized graphics and 
sound. Links is another step forward for 
games, especially golf simulations. As a 
whole, the game sports useful features 
that make it very enjoyable to play. 

Graphics display is the first noticeable 
feature as the game starts. The digitized 
256 -color images are near -photograph 
quality. Terrain and sky, green and sand 
all look convincingly real. When the on- 
screen golfer winds up and takes his shot, 
swing and snap are perfectly fluid. 
Digitized sound reports the sharp click as 
the golf ball takes off on its flight. 

These remarkable graphics are not en- 
joyed without a price. As computer gam - 
ers know, detailed graphics demand pro- 
cessor time and can be slow to manipu- 
late. When loading graphics from one 
scene to the next, the length of waiting 
time can become significant even when 
using an average -speed '386 computer 
with a fast video card. The first thing that 
helps solve this problem is installing the 
game on your hard drive. Don't even 
think about playing from floppies! An- 
other thing that helps is to have 3M of ex- 
tended memory for the game to use. 
When doing so, an extended memory 
manager must be installed, such as Mi- 
crosoft's HIMEM or Quarterdeck's 
QEMM386. The game can also use ex- 
panded memory, but extended memory 
runs faster. 
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The simulation aspect of Links is 
equally impressive. The player has con- 
trol over virtually every aspect of the 
game. Difficulty levels can be set from 
Beginner to Professional. Beginner level 
is designed for children and is very forgiv- 
ing of poor technique. The higher levels, 
especially Professional level, demand ac- 
curacy in timing, power, hook and slice. 
Varying terrain, wind strength and wind 
direction all have an effect on the roll and 
flight of the ball. 

Player tendencies toward hooking or 
slicing can be compensated for by adjust- 
ing settings for Draw and Fade. Further- 
more, the scene at any particular green 
can be viewed from top or can be rotated 
and looked at from various angles. This 
helps to better size up terrain conditions 
for a good shot. And, if you find yourself 
in a difficult situation, you can pick up 
your ball and place it somewhere else. 
This does, however, incur a stroke penalty. 

Additionally, players can make such 
finer adjustments as swing plane, stance, 
ball position and the six different types of 
club face. Serious golf enthusiasts will 
greatly appreciate these advanced fea- 
tures plus the fact that the game adheres 
to USGA rules. 

Access Software is busy designing a 
variety of golf courses to go with the 
game. Bountiful Golf Course in Utah, 
the first of a line of new courses, is al- 
ready available. New courses will add va- 
riety to the game. 

Links is a brilliantly executed golf sim- 
ulation that is fun for the beginner, yet 
challenging to the experienced golfer. Its 
advanced graphics, digitized sound and 
player features put it far ahead of other 

golf simulations. It is an excellent simula- 
tion that celebrates the look, feel and 
beauty of real golf. 

Bird's Eye View 

Links, $59.95 
Championship Course #1, $9.95 (Regis- 
tered Users Only) 
Access Software 
4910 W. Amelia Earhart Dr. 
Salt Lake City, UT 84116 
800-800-4880 
Requirements: 
Memory 640K, Extended, Ex- 

panded 
Graphics VGA, MCGA 
Sound RealSound, AdLib, 

Sound Blaster, Msound, 
IBM Speech Adapter 

Controllers Joystick, Mouse 

Evaluation 

Documentation 
Graphics 
Learning Curve 
Complexity 
Play Length 
Playability 
In Brief: 

Good 
Excellent 
Short 
Medium 
Medium 
Good 
Successful golf sim- 
ulation with excel- 
lent graphics. Rec- 
ommend a fast com- 
puter with extended 
memory for opti- 
mum performance. 
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Samples of dazzling graphics for Links: Mahn Menu; Using the grid to get a feel of the course terrain; Lining up a shot. 
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